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FOREWORD

Millions of  individuals across the globe are entangled in justice systems as 
offenders, as victims, or vicariously as family members of  those directly involved. 
There is no question that across these justice systems, the family, as the central 
unit of  society, is substantially impacted causing economic and social strains 
and relationship tensions. There are numerous studies on the role of  the  family 
(with family often represented as a singular measure in quantitative studies, such 
as single-parent households, marital status of  the offender, degree of  family vio-
lence, and many others) has on delinquency and crime, as well as on justice 
system processing and the reintegration of  offenders back into the community 
post-sanction. Predominantly, the role of  the family is invoked in studies that 
pertain to juvenile offending and juvenile processing, since indeed parental rela-
tionships exert a salient influence on youth behaviors. In addition, aspects of 
adult incarceration, rehabilitation, and reentry also often identify the family as 
an important dimension in the success or failure of  institutional- and commu-
nity-based programs. Fewer studies have focused on the impacts that policing 
and other enforcement strategies have on the family. While there are numerous 
studies on perceptions of  the police, most have focused on individual percep-
tions or on variations across racial/ethnic groups, often precluding the family 
or family characteristics in these perceptions or how family dynamics play into 
coping strategies with negative police encounters.

This volume’s focus on the justice system and the family is an attempt to bring 
more attention to the central role of the family in justice processes, the univer-
sality of this phenomenon across cultures, and the need for more research and 
interrogations into the interplay between justice system processes and family 
dynamics, and their overall impact on behaviors.

In this volume, 12 contributions by researchers spanning work across nine 
countries provide valuable insights into the centrality of the family across jus-
tice processes by shedding light on the diverse nature of familial influences and 
functions across cultural contexts. In Chapter 1, A Family Affair: The Effect of 
Criminal Justice Processing on Family Relationships, Heather Scheuerman and 
Shelley Keith used data from the Australian Reintegrative Shaming Experiments 
(RISE) to examine how the processing of offenders, that is either via courts or 
conferences, affected familial bonds. Sheuerman and Keith (this volume) used 
both reintegrative and disintegrative shaming as mediators in predicting the 
effects of court processing on familial bonds and found a positive effect of con-
ferences on familial bonds that is partially mediated by reintegrative shaming. 
This finding provides an important link between the type of justice processing 
and family dynamics, highlighting that less confrontational, more reintegrative 
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processing sets the milieu for family reparation and bonding which are incredibly 
important factors toward positive behavioral outcomes.

In Chapter 2, Do Parental Monitoring Habits Change in Response to Juvenile 
Recidivism, Caitlin Cavanagh, Erica Dalzell, Alyssa LaBerge, and Elizabeth 
Cauffman investigate the extent to which mothers’ monitoring habits (meas-
ured through parental monitoring knowledge and effort) change after their son’s 
first rearrest (operationalized through self-reports and official rearrest records). 
Interviews of 317 mother–son dyads across three states over two time periods 
were used. Among other important findings, Cavanagh et al. (this volume) found 
that mothers who reported more monitoring behaviors (both knowledge and 
effort) at Time1 had sons who self-reported less recidivism and were less likely 
to be rearrested at Time2. Mothers’ monitoring efforts also increased with their 
sons’ recidivism records. These findings point to the importance of improving the 
capacity of parents to monitor their children, thus providing necessary supervi-
sion of the juveniles that can have lasting gains against offending.

Continuing with the theme of the family and juvenile delinquency, Xiaoli 
Su, Jacqueline McNett, Etta Morgan, and Manoj Sharma in The Associations 
Between Home Economics Education and Familial Risk Factors for Delinquency: 
An Exploratory Study demonstrates that an often-overlooked element in reha-
bilitative programs for youth offenders within family settings may be home eco-
nomics education (HEE). Their study provides evidence of the positive effects of 
HEE, which often encompasses interventions that are already used to address 
youth problems, such as training programs that specifically target parenting 
skills. HEE potentially provides a broader umbrella of parenting and familial 
skills (household management, finance, culinary) that can have broad impacts on 
family functioning and behaviors of delinquent youth. Although criminologists 
and social scientists have not necessarily focused on HEE as a particular type of 
program for crime and delinquency, its all-encompassing structure is consistent 
with current models of wrap-around interventions that are often employed in 
reentry programs.

Stresses within family relationships during and after incarceration are another 
challenge well recognized by criminologists, family scholars, and practitioners 
within the justice system. There is no doubt that incarceration is a serious dis-
ruption to family functioning. The ability by all family members to negotiate 
and cope with such disruption needs serious attention. Three scholarly contri-
butions in this volume specifically explore the dynamics of family functioning 
during and after incarceration. In Parents and Siblings of Incarcerated Men: 
Questioning Intersectionality and Familial Invisibility, Moran Benisty focuses on 
incarcerated men as “offspring” and explores interpretations and challenges that 
imprisonment imposes on the incarcerated’s parents and siblings. This focus is 
unique since current literature mostly centers on the effects of imprisonment on 
romantic partners and/or the children, and very meagerly on parents and siblings 
(thus their “invisibility” according to Benisty). Semi-structured interviews were 
conducted of 27 parents and siblings of incarcerated men in Israel, providing a 
rare glimpse into the perceptions and difficulties of these family members in cop-
ing with familial incarceration, and providing helpful frameworks toward further 
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studies. Robyn E. Metcalfe, Claudia Reino, Arriell Jackson, Jean M. Kjellstrand 
and J. Mark Eddy’s Supporting Incarcerated Parents Prior to Reentry: A Gender 
and Racial Equity-Oriented Lens focus on the necessity for reentry programs to 
address more intentionally the racial and gender inequities in post-incarceration 
hardships. Black men have particularly higher rates of recidivism and suffer 
from greater stigma as well as social and economic hardships post-incarceration. 
Similarly, women experience greater challenges in parenting and custody issues 
and are typically offered fewer prison programs than their male counterparts. 
Metcalfe et al. (this volume) fittingly assert and discuss the need to improve sup-
port systems for these groups before and after reentry. The authors provide valu-
able guidelines for programming based upon the unique needs of these groups. In 
Maintaining Family Ties and Facilitating Father–Child Contact During Jail: The 
Role of Extended Kin, Britni L. Adams examine an often neglected but essential 
aspect in maintaining parent–child/ren relationships when a parent is incarcer-
ated – the extended kin. In her qualitative interviews of predominantly young, 
Latino fathers, Adams highlights the important role of kin members, particularly 
paternal kin, in facilitating and organizing father–child contact. This study pro-
vides information not only of the importance of kin members as conduit and sup-
port to both the incarcerated parent and the child but also a glimpse at potential 
differences in needs across ethnically diverse family structures.

The importance of considering someone’s ethnic position in the justice pro-
cesses is highlighted in Linda Mussel’s The Ripple-effects of Carceral Policy. In 
this chapter, Linda Mussell particularly brings into focus the unintended and 
potentially negative consequences of colonial carceral policies on indigenous 
peoples in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, countries that have had lasting 
colonial carceral legacies across generations. Mussell’s work (this volume) is a 
welcome shift from the predominant focus in current literature on nuclear fami-
lies and programs, to the broader family and community, kinships, institutions, 
and government–community power relations. This broad perspective allows com-
parisons of carceral policies on indigenous peoples across the three nations and 
challenges researchers to consider the larger picture, the colonial or political lega-
cies toward better understanding justice and carceral equity.

In Criminal Justice Contact and Coresidence in Young Adulthood: Exploring 
the Role of the Family Context, Cody Warner used the National Longitudinal 
Survey of Youth to examine how criminal justice involvement by young adults 
precipitate coresidence with their parents subsequent to their justice involvement 
and examines the implications this has on support for justice involved individuals 
and their families. Warner’s examination of variations in coresidence patterns by 
family types and contexts advances knowledge about transitions of criminally 
involved young adults and especially clarifies housing challenges within this pop-
ulation and its implications on policy.

Challenges in family adaptations present itself  in varying ways across cultures 
and nations. Hong Lu, Bin Liang, and Deena DeVore, in Restorative Justice and 
Crime Victim’s Family in China provides a fascinating glimpse into the complexity 
of cultural norms and the interplay between culture, family, and justice processes. 
Lu et al. examine the context of China’s legal system, the roles and functions of 
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crime victims and their families in the justice system, and the potential role for 
restorative justice using case analysis of a noted double murder case in China, the 
Nian Bin case. Their qualitative analysis provides a unique and valuable frame-
work for further study.

Three chapters in this volume focus on family violence and the justice system. 
Family violence remains one of the most difficult problems that a family can 
face. Although much had been published about family violence, there is still great 
need to better understand the justice system context and policies about family 
violence across nations and cultures. The three contributions in the volume pro-
vide needed insights into these processes across three nations. In Falling Through 
the Fault Lines: Victims Experiencing Poor and Fragmented Legal Responses to 
Domestic Abuse in England and Wales, Mandy D. Burton interrogates the utility 
of the integrated domestic abuse courts (IDACs) in England and Wales, in light 
of the critical inadequacies of traditional justice responses to domestic abuse. 
Burton (this volume) underscores the poor interface and poor information shar-
ing between “silos” of the legal system – such as the criminal, civil, and fam-
ily systems in England and Wales – and asserts that these “silos” have resulted 
in contradictory and conflicting orders for domestic abuse cases. A 2020 “harm 
panel” report found that these “silos” have indeed resulted in harm to families 
and children. Thus, legal responses to domestic abuse cases need to be revis-
ited and reexamined. In Domestic Violence Against LGBTQS: The Promise and 
the Challenges of the Istanbul Convention, Laima Vaige presents key normative, 
conceptual, and substantive challenges to the Convention on Preventing and 
Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, 2011 (the Istanbul 
Convention), as it pertains to the LGBTQ community. The convention had  
34 ratifications as of December 2021 and 11 signatures without ratifications. 
Vaige (this volume) identifies tensions between the national (state) understand-
ings of domestic violence and the Convention and identifies that such tensions 
stem from cultural differences that will necessitate more serious discussions at 
the national and international levels. This broad analysis highlights substantive 
areas that can benefit from greater international discussions. In the volume’s last 
chapter, Familial Violence and Human Trafficking: Stories From India, Sharon 
Menezes provides a fascinating glimpse on the family’s role in promoting and 
sometimes perpetrating child trafficking in India’s North Karnataka region. 
Menezes (this volume) makes a case for the insufficiency of carceral approaches 
to child trafficking and family violence problems, particularly the cultural com-
plexity of the devadasi system, where young girls mostly from the lower castes 
are dedicated by their families to the service of a god/goddess, but which then 
also becomes pretext for commercial sex. Also making use of data sourced from 
urban India where traffickers are shown to be former victims, Menezes highlights 
the difficult cultural and economic context of the devadasi system, which is now 
illegal in India, and suggests initiatives beyond carceral policies that may be more 
constructive in addressing tensions between cultural norms, legislation, and eco-
nomic necessities.

This volume’s effort to bring together studies that focused on the central-
ity of the family across the range of justice processes brought 12 insightful 
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contributions. We believe that these 12 contributions demonstrate the significance 
of family units and dynamics across the justice process, including the importance 
of the family in constructive behavioral outcomes. The contributions varied in 
how the family and justice dynamics were operationalized and as such demon-
strate that “family” or the influence of family on justice processes may be investi-
gated and interpreted in innumerable ways. Importantly, the contributions in this 
volume also highlighted significant cultural nuances that undergird family and 
justice system dynamics.

Since the family is the primary unit of society and as such influences many 
social processes and interactions, it is important that researchers recognize the 
centrality of the family across the entire justice process. While aspects of a family 
may be peripherally examined in studies that focus on justice system processing 
(e.g., in quantitative representations of marital status, single-parent or two-parent 
households, etc.), the 12 contributions to this volume demonstrate the benefits 
of more fully recognizing the role of family units in all justice processing, how 
it impacts or is impacted by such processes, and how these can influence later 
behavioral outcomes. We hope that this volume builds an impetus for further 
studies, particularly in areas where such studies are almost nonexistent, such as in 
the interplay between family dynamics and police-citizen encounters.

Sheila Royo Maxwell
Sampson Lee Blair
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