
Call for papers: sustainability
transitions in the Global

South – learnings from COVID-19
and future directions

Sustainability transitions (ST) is an evolving, vibrant research field – approximately 1,100
papers on the subject have been published in 2019 and 2020 in journals indexed in the Scopus
database, with a fast and steady growth in the last decade (Kohler et al., 2019). The theories
and empirical evidence of sociotechnical transitions are widely debated by academics, policy
makers and practitioners to understand and promote systemic transformations in society.
Transitions are meant to allow more sustainable ways of production and consumption in
different sociotechnical systems such as energy, mobility and food, promoting climate change
mitigation (IPCC, 2018) and just transitions (Swilling & Annecke, 2012). Although ST has
become an impressively wide research field, with abundant empirical evidence, its main focus
remains in studying European societies. Even when other parts of the globe are visited
empirically, the theories and frameworks continued, till date, to have a “Western bias” (Kohler
et al., 2019; Ramos-Mej�ıa, Franco-Garcia, & Jauregui-Becker, 2018; Ghosh & Schot, 2019;
Marx, Mello, Zolbovicius, & Lara, 2015). It is now established that scholars working in or on
Global South contexts may need to ask different research questions and answer those
questions keeping in mind different socio-political, economic and cultural conditions. The
very experience of conducting research may also be different, resulting in very different
hurdles in both empirical and methodological approaches used in research on the Global
South, compared to those in the Global North.

Aiming to rectify this bias and gain deep insights from the knowledge and competence
base on sustainability transitions from around the world, the Transitions in Global South
(TGS) thematic group was created in 2015, as part of the broader STRN (Sustainability
Transitions Research Network) community. By making the STRN community more
international and diverse, TGS aims to highlight low- and middle-income countries’
viewpoints in addressing the very challenging and complex phenomena that connect local
and global, rich and poor. Since the Global South is not monolithic, TGS also aims to
showcase the diversity of countries’ viewpoints. TGS is now a community of more than
300 scholars and practitioners, with a Twitter follower base of more than 600 individuals
(as of 20th November 2020). A motivated group of 10 scholars came together and organised
a webinar series (7 monthly webinars between June and December 2020) on the
contemporary topic of “Transitions in the Global South in times of Covid-19”.

COVID-19, from a transitions perspective, is a major “landscape shock” that resulted in
major and rapid shifts in the economy, politics, human and natural world. Countries all
around the world have embraced various measures to prevent the spread of the virus by a
variety of restrictions and lockdownmeasures. From a sociotechnical system perspective, the
virus very soon became much bigger than a “health system issue” and impacted other
systems like mobility, education, food, fashion, housing, etc. (Belhadi et al., 2020; Skare et al.,
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2020; McMaster et al., 2020). Recent reports suggest that that the world is more unequal
because of COVID-19 and the poorer nations took the worst hit (Cannon, 2020). With the
COVID-19 crisis impacting all aspects of life and societies around the globe, we, as transitions
scholars, are grappling with new, urgent questions:

(1) What kinds of strategies are being employed by people/organisations in the Global
South to deal with the (social and economic) impacts of COVID-19?

(2) How can we contribute to developing both short-term and long-term strategies to
cope with acute emergencies caused by COVID-19 as well as its future impact on
societies, environments and economies?

(3) How sustainable will long term social and technological transitions be in a post-
COVID-19 world?

These are some of the questions we asked our monthly panelists in the webinar series from
different regions of the Global South – Latin America, Africa and Southeast Asia. Inspired by
the insightful discussions with researchers, and with the aim of solidifying the ongoing
learnings as well as expanding this knowledge base, REGE is inviting authors to submit
papers with relevant contributions to the special issue on Sustainability Transitions in the
Global South, considering post-Covid-19 context and challenges. We welcome contributions
towards the following overarching questions:

(1) What are examples of sustainability transitions in the Global South due to COVID-19?
How sustainable are these ongoing transitions?

(2) What can be done to ensure socially and ecologically just transitions in the Global
South in the post-pandemic era?

(3) What can we learn from the past to inform future transitions in the Global South?

(4) What different knowledge has been developed in the Global South that can be
transferred to the Global North and Global South to ensure a global, green recovery
from the pandemic?

(5) What methodological approaches are best suited for studying and enacting ST in the
Global South?

To allow a multiplicity of perspectives from disciplinary, interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary scholars, these questions are intentionally broader than what we asked
the panelists of the webinar series. Going beyond the “usual suspects” (sustainability
transitions scholars and other interdisciplinary social science scholars), this special issue is
open to relevant research on these questions from scholars from all disciplines, such as, but
not limited to, economists, sociologists, anthropologists, geographers, development scholars,
business and management scholars, policy makers and practitioners.

The REGE special issue on Sustainability Transitions in the Global South, considering
post-Covid-19 context and challenges will accept articles on the following (but not limited to)
topics:

(1) Rising inequality in times of a pandemic

(2) Changing social practices in times of a pandemic

(3) Local experimentation and innovations in times of a pandemic

(4) Role of state and local/global public institutions in times of a pandemic

(5) Impact on and shifts in informal economy in times of a pandemic
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(6) Global comparative policy learning in times of a pandemic

This special issue will be co-edited by our guest editors:
Dr. Bipashyee Ghosh (Science Policy Research Unit, University of Sussex)
Prof. Joyashree Roy (Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand as Bangabandhu Chair

Professor)
Katharina Schiller (Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research ISI)
Prof. Mark Swilling (distinguished professor of Sustainable Development in the School of

Public Leadership, University of Stellenbosch (Division Head: Sustainable Development) and
co-director of the Stellenbosch Centre for Complex Systems in Transition.

For further information regarding our special issue, please do not hesitate to contact us!
Please send an email to transitions.globalsouth@gmail.com with the subject title
“Special issue”.

Deadlines:
Manuscripts (up to 8000 words) are expected to be submitted by 30th April, 2021

Review process – up to August 2021
Publication is scheduled for Jan/2022 or earlier, through the ahead of print process.
For further information regarding the submission procedures and other details, please

follow the link for the call for papers.
We look forward to your contributions.
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