
Editorial
It is with great pleasure that I present to the academic community Volume 17, Issue 2 of the
Learning and Teaching in Higher Education: Gulf Perspectives Journal. This issue, which
includes five research papers and a book review, offers readers unique perspectives on a
range of matters relevant to Higher Education in the Gulf.

The first three papers in the Issue deal with curricular and pedagogical concerns in the
undergraduate education context. In her paper, Shytance Wren describes an intervention
designed to determine the extent to which a global citizenship education curriculum can
enhance undergraduate students’ social responsibility competence. By redesigning the
existing curriculum and adopting specific instructional strategies informed by theory and
research, Shytance showed that her intervention group made considerable gains in civic
awareness, social justice attitudes and diversity attitudes.

The next two papers describe interventions facilitated by technology. The study
conducted by Hassan Mahdi, Adil Qadha and Baleigh Al-Wasy describes how social
networking tools can be utilized in the foreign language classroom to effectively develop
undergraduate students’ communicative and pragmatic competence. In the next paper, the
use of technology by undergraduate students in informal foreign language learning was
investigated by Wagdi Bin-Hady and Nasser Al-Tamimi. The study offers unique insights
into the informal learning practices of Yemeni students and discusses how the classification
of language learning strategies should include those that are technology-based and useful
for independent informal learning.

The last two papers are exploratory research studies that offer unique perspectives
relevant to the Gulf Higher Education Context. In her paper, Zsuzsanna Mikecz Munday
investigated how freshmen students adapt to a transnational university academically,
culturally and socially and the challenges they face. She found that students require
more academic support and mentoring from their teachers, while they rely heavily on
co-national peers for social and emotional support. The paper by Thuraya Al Riyami
investigated Omani students’ English Communication skills from the employers’
perspective. The study found that university graduates had limited English ability that
inhibited their performance in the workplace and emphasized the need for
undergraduate curricula to better develop students’ ability to use English effectively in
the workplace.

All five research papers underscore the need for change in undergraduate education.
Consistent with this theme, the book review by Rola Salam and Beidan Mussa looks at
specific strategies for implementing gradual changes in the classroom.

Finally, it is important to acknowledge the support of the 69 peer reviewers, who
devoted their time in reviewing the 42 papers submitted to the journal and helped
chose the ones that appear in this issue. Their contribution is greatly valued and
appreciated.
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With best regards,
Prof. Dr Christina Gitsaki
Editor in Chief
Learning and Teaching in Higher Education: Gulf Perspectives

List of Reviewers involved in this issue:

Abaido, Ghada United Arab Emirates

Abulibdeh, Enas United Arab Emirates
Ahmed, Rasha Saudi Arabia
Ahmed, Sabri Yemen
Al Labadi, Luai Canada
Al shlowiy, Ahmed Saudi Arabia
Al-Amrani, Said Oman
Al-Amri, Majid Saudi Arabia
Al-Hassnawi, Ali Oman
Al-Maskari, Azzah Oman
Alatiq, Mashail H United States
Albashrawi, Mousa Saudi Arabia
Alfarani, Leena Saudi Arabia
Alharbi, Mohammed Abdullah Saudi Arabia
Aljanahi, Mohammed United Arab Emirates
Almarwani, Manal Saudi Arabia
AlRajhi , Luluwa Saudi Arabia
Alsolami, Turki Saudi Arabia
Anilkumar, Sumitra United Arab Emirates
Asdjodi, Minoo United Arab Emirates
Baber, Hasnan Korea (the Republic of)
Baroudi, Sandra United Arab Emirates
Berdida, Daniel Joseph Philippines
Chakraborty, Manishankar United Arab Emirates
Churi, Prathamesh India
Deraney, Philline Saudi Arabia
Deveci, Tanju United Arab Emirates
Doeur, Bunhorn Australia
Echchabi, Abdelghani United Arab Emirates
El-Sabagh, Hassan Saudi Arabia
Elsigini, Waleed Saudi Arabia
Gallagher, Kay United Kingdom
Gengatharan, Ramesh Oman
Hagler, Anderson United States
Hasan, Md. Bangladesh
Hatakka, Mary United Arab Emirates
Hijazi, Rafiq United Arab Emirates
ibrahem, usama Saudi Arabia
Kalu, Frances Qatar
Karras, Ioannis Greece
Kaviani, Amir United Arab Emirates
Kazemian, Mohammad Iran
Khalele, Bacem Egypt
Khodabandelou, Rouhollah Oman
Kunjumuhammed, Siraj Oman

(Continued )

LTHE
17,2

78



Christina Gitsaki
Center for Educational Innovation, Zayed University, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Abaido, Ghada United Arab Emirates

Langcay, Edward Oman
Lencastre, José Alberto Portugal
Lontok, Alice Oman
Mahdi, Hassan Saudi Arabia
Mathew, Binu Oman
Mohamed, Nesrin United Arab Emirates
Mohammed, Abdelaziz Saudi Arabia
Munir, Sadia Qatar
Nouhi Jadesi, Nasimeh United Kingdom
Ntombela, Berrington South Africa
Qureshi, Khurram Saudi Arabia
Rahmatullah, Shadma Saudi Arabia
Reda, Ghsoon Oman
Rogmans, Tim United Arab Emirates
Sarea, Adel Bahrain
Scotland, James Qatar
Shammas, Nicole United Arab Emirates
Shawtari, Fekri Ali Qatar
Shehzad, Muhammad Pakistan
Siddiqui, Nida United Arab Emirates
Sohail, M. Sadiq Saudi Arabia
Sy, Jobila Antigua and Barbuda
Wilson, James United Arab Emirates
Zein, Rana United Arab Emirates

Editorial

79


