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Iván Sosa Gómez is a distinguished professional with 14 years of experience
exclusively focused on the insurance industry. As the Corporate Head Driver, he
leads the definition of the vision, strategic objectives, and action plans that are
driving InsurTech1. Besides this role, Dr Sosa serves as an InsurTech Advisory
Board member, providing invaluable insights into business strategies for

About the Contributors xxiii



achieving growth objectives within the insurance sector. His contributions extend
beyond his corporate responsibilities, as he actively engages in academic activities
focused on the InsurTech ecosystem and its transformative impact on the
industry. With his unwavering dedication to the insurance industry and hybrid
expertise in business consulting and academic research, he is positioned as a key
driver of change in the InsurTech landscape. He obtained a Master’s degree in
Marketing and Sales Management from IMF Business School and a Bachelor’s
degree in Business Administration from Rey Juan Carlos University.

Andrew C. Spieler, CFA, CAIA, FRM, is the Robert F. Dall Distinguished
Professor of Finance in the Frank G. Zarb School of Business at Hofstra Uni-
versity. He has published in such journals as the Journal of Financial Research,
Real Estate Economics, Journal of Real Estate Finance and Economics, Journal of
Real Estate Portfolio Management, Global Finance Journal, and Journal of
Applied Finance. He was the Chair of the Derivatives Committee at the New York
Society of Securities Analysts. Professor Spieler is the Co-Director of the annual
real estate conference sponsored by the Wilbur F. Breslin Center for Real Estate
Studies. He received a BA in mathematics and a BS in economics from Bing-
hamton University (SUNY), an MS in finance from Indiana University, and an
MBA and PhD in Finance from Binghamton University (SUNY).

Manuel Stagars, CFA is an Economist and former senior researcher at Singapore-
ETH Centre (SEC), with a research focus on the technological and institutional
aspects of big data, open data, and data policy. He is also a serial tech entre-
preneur with over a decade of global experience. Mr Stagars also directed several
award-winning documentary films about fintech, blockchain technology, digital
transformation, and deep tech. Mr Stagars holds a BSc degree in Economics from
the London School of Economics and Political Science. He has published books
on data quality, open data, entrepreneurship, and market place lending (with
Ioannis Akkizidis) with publishers including Wiley, Springer and Palgrave
Macmillan.

Ayan Tyagi, CRISC, is a seasoned professional serving as the Director of
Technology Transformation at Citi Bank in the United States. With a rich and
diverse background, he has contributed significantly to the architecture and
development of high-performance trading systems, technology, and cybersecurity
risk management. He has also spearheaded global digital transformations for
prominent Wall Street banks. A published author with contributions to interna-
tional journal articles, Dr Tyagi’s expertise encompasses various domains,
including blockchain technology, information governance, cloud computing, and
enterprise risk management. He received a Bachelor of Engineering degree from
MDU Rohtak, India, a Master’s in Computer Science from Stony Brook Uni-
versity, and a PhD in Information Technology with a specialized focus on
emerging technologies and information systems security from the University of
the Cumberlands, Kentucky.

xxiv About the Contributors



Omer Unsal is an Associate Professor of Finance at Merrimack College. His
research focuses on corporate innovation, employee treatment, financial
misconduct, and corporate governance. Professor Unsal has published in the
Journal of Corporate Finance, Financial Review, Journal of Financial Research,
and Corporate Governance: An International Review. He received an MBA from
Western Michigan University and a PhD in Financial Economics from the
University of New Orleans.

Carlos Humberto Munoz Valdez is an Assistant Professor of Finance at the
IPADE Business School. He is a former executive from companies like Pfizer,
Johnson & Johnson, 3M, and GE, with responsibilities as financial planning and
analysis (FP&A) senior leader and project management office (PMO) leader. He
is a DBA candidate at Crummer Graduate School of Business, Rollins College.
His dissertation focuses on the relationship between adopting blockchain tech-
nology and its impact on cryptocurrency volatility. He is also a business advisor
for family offices and real estate companies. Mr Valdez holds an MBA from the
IPADE Business School.

Sebastian Vogel is an Assistant Professor of Finance at Erasmus University in
Rotterdam. He is interested in market microstructure, market design, and asset
pricing. His research includes work on using electronic trading platforms in OTC
markets, the behavior of market participants in OTC markets, and topics related
to corporate finance, like the advantages and disadvantages of auctions vs
negotiations when selling a firm. Professor Vogel holds a Master’s degree in
finance from the Stockholm School of Economics, a Master’s degree in mathe-
matics from the University of Hagen, Germany, and a PhD in finance from EPFL
and the Swiss Finance Institute.

Markos T. Zachariadis holds the Chair of Financial Technology and Information
Systems at Alliance Manchester Business School, University of Manchester,
where he is also the Founding Director of the Centre for Financial Technology
Studies. Professor Zachariadis is also a member of the World Economic Forum’s
Global Future Council on the Future of Resilient Financial Systems, an Advisory
Board member of the Abu Dhabi Global Market’s Research Centre, and a
FinTech Research Fellow at the Cambridge Centre for Digital Innovation,
University of Cambridge among many other industry and academic appoint-
ments. His research sits at the cross-section of the economics of digital innovation,
financial technology studies, and network economics and has studied the eco-
nomic impact of ICT adoption on bank performance, the diffusion of payment
networks, and the role of data and standards in payment infrastructures, financial
markets, and digital banking extensively. He holds a PhD in Management and
Economics of Digital Innovation in Finance: Information Technology and
Strategy from the London School of Economics and Policy Science.

About the Contributors xxv



This page intentionally left blank



Acknowledgments

In 1968, Paul McCartney wrote ‘The Long and Winding Road’, which appeared
in the Beatles’ album Let It Be, in 1970. The lyrics of this reflective song talk
about the journey of life and the memories created along the way. Thus, the long
and winding road is a metaphor for a journey and the challenges encountered.
Similarly, publishing this book has been a long and winding road with its twists
and turns. This journey would not have been completed without the contributions
of many people, each playing important but different roles. We want to recognize
a few of these participants in this journey.

We relied on the chapter authors who took time from their busy schedules to
share their knowledge and expertise on specific fintech topics. Being a chapter
author requires much time, effort, and dedication. Without them, The Emerald
Handbook of Fintech: Reshaping Finance would not have been possible. We are
indebted to each chapter author. We are also grateful for all the highly talented
professionals at Emerald Publishing who were involved with this book project.
We especially thank Kirsty Woods (Books Commissioning Editor, Education),
Lydia Cutmore (Content Development Editor), and Kousalya Thangarasu (Book
Project Editor). Our respective institutions also provided support: Kogod School
of Business at American University, the Black School of Business at Penn State
Behrend, and the Isenberg School of Business at the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst. Finally, our families also offered encouragement during the process.


	The Emerald Handbook of Fintech
	The Emerald Handbook ofFintech: Reshaping Finance
	Copyright Page
	Dedication
	Contents
	List of Figures and Tables
	About the Editors
	About the Contributors
	Acknowledgments



