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First of its kind, comprehensive and illuminating insight into Afghanistan with

concrete recommendations on how the country can thrive and help itself reform
its trade and trade relations with the world.

—Dr Ahmad Khalid Hatam,

Chancellor, Kardan University,

Kabul, Afghanistan

Immersing myself in the pages of this book, I journeyed through the world of

Afghanistan’s global trade, concluding with enriched insights essential for aca-
demics and policymakers.

—Dr Behnaz Saboori,

Assistant Professor,

College of Agricultural and Marine Sciences,

Sultan Qaboos University, Muscat, Oman

I highly recommend this book for its in-depth exploration of Afghanistan’s

international trade journey, especially post-2001. It provides valuable insights for

policymakers and scholars, offering innovative trade proposals and insights into

Afghanistan’s global trade role. Essential for understanding Afghanistan’s trade
potential.

—Dr Lyla Abdul Latif,

Chair and Research Lead, Committee on Fiscal Studies,

University of Nairobi

This book provides a timely and profoundly insightful exploration into a
fundamental question that has bedevilled economic policy planning for decades —
how should developing countries achieve economic growth? Straddling the topics
of international trade, globalisation, economic development, state policy planning
and private sector development, Wani diagnoses the impediments to export-ori-
ented growth and proposes ambitious recommendations that may serve as cor-
rectives. His focus on Afghanistan provides a rich site for exploring these
challenges. Using extensive quantitative analysis alongside well-established
theoretical models, Wani positions Afghanistan vis-a-vis its regional neighbours
as well as concerning ASEAN and SAARC nations and the European Union,
thereby evincing opportunities for enhanced international trade. While optimistic,
he also raises the trade-offs of different policy choices. The book draws on Wani’s
decade of scholarly engagement with Afghanistan’s economy, ultimately suc-
ceeding in providing lessons on economic growth that may be applied to much of
the developing world.
—Dr Nafay Choudhury,
London School of Economics and Political Science
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Preface

This book combines my writings on international trade and development at
Kardan University (KU) since joining KU in 2017. All the papers aim to develop
concepts and ideas concerning trade and development in Afghanistan. This book
provides a longitudinal study of Afghanistan’s involvement in multilateral trade
negotiations, highlights the policy propositions for enhancing and expediting
trade ties with the region and other trading partners and presents policy discourse
on key elements akin to trade escalation and growth.

This book offers a detailed analysis and explores the possibility that economic
globalisation may finally deliver to developing countries what they had failed to
achieve in five decades of multilateral negotiations — an opportunity to climb the
industrialisation ladder and achieve development. The book offers a proposal for
revising the format of trade negotiations in a way that helps overcome stalemates
and deadlocks. Perspectives on trade and development will interest students and
scholars of international trade, trade and development, negotiation, global
governance, political economy, international relations and economics.

The volume thus addresses several issues and challenges fairly novel to the
Afghanistan economy in general and the trade sector in particular. This book will be
most suitable for applied courses on international trade and development for graduate
and undergraduate students and for policy and decision-makers in the government.

I benefitted from a personal association with Dr Ahmad Khalid Hatam (Chancellor
and Professor) at KU. It is hoped his influence on my work will have prevented
detection. I benefited greatly from other faculty members at many presentations,
conferences and workshops at KU and abroad. A special thanks to Dr Jasdeep Kaur
Dhami (Professor and Dean R&D, CT University, Punjab, India), Dr Nafay
Choudhary (British Academy Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Centre for
Socio-Legal Studies [CSLS], University of Oxford), Dr Amruta Deshpande (Assistant
Professor, Indira School of Business Studies PGDM, Maharashtra, India) and Dr
Suhailah Akbari (Postdoctoral Researcher at Humboldt Universitit zu Berlin), for
motivating and helping me with the research materials and offering conducive feed-
backs whenever needed.

Mr Mirwais Rasa, Mr Muhammad Elyas Naseri and Mr Sadiq Zazai helped
finalise the manuscript. For permission to reprint material from which material
has been adapted, I am happy to acknowledge the South Asian Economic Journal,
Kardan Journal of Economics and Management Sciences and Kardan Journal of
Social Sciences and Humanities.

Dr Nassir Ul Hag Wani
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