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Débora Picorelli Zukeran is an Urban Planner who has practiced in Brazil,
Germany, and South Africa. She is currently a Doctoral Researcher at Bir-
mingham City University, researching community-led public spaces. Her research
interests include participatory planning, public spaces, placemaking, and informal
urbanism.

Heidi Seetzen is an Artist and a Lecturer in Sociology at Kingston University. Her
artistic practice is predominantly sculptural ‒ using everyday materials (such as
fencing wire) to explore human experience and emotion. Her academic research

xiv About the Contributors



focuses on urban change, creative practices and placemaking, as well as barriers
to social inclusion and forms of community participation.

Peter Wood was a Senior Lecturer in Real Estate at Birmingham City University,
and he is now part of the real estate team at Oxford Brookes University. Peter
remains embedded in industry with his research focus on hybrid real estate
portfolios and delivering alpha 1 returns in a risk-adjusted manner, bringing this
knowledge both into the classroom and back to industry.

About the Contributors xv



This page intentionally left blank



Preface

In recent years, anyone with a professional interest in the built environment will
have become aware of the idea of “placemaking” – particularly in town planning,
urban design, or property development. It has become prominent in planning
education and academic research, where it has also spread into other disciplines.
So, when the “property, planning and policies” academic team at Birmingham
City University was considering how to reposition our work to engage interest ‒
with colleagues at BCU and other universities, with practitioners, and with cur-
rent and prospective students ‒ placemaking became a useful focus on which
most of us could agree most of the time. We initially collected our thoughts,
drawing on our interests and knowledge, and produced a short illustrated booklet
aimed at a professional readership. This has been the nucleus of the current book:
much extended and updated, with an interdisciplinary focus, seeking to extend
placemaking ideas ‒ but still the product of the BCU team.

David Higgins
Peter J. Larkham

Stratford on Avon, 2024
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