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Foreword

In an era defined by rapid technological advancements and shifting global
dynamics, the importance of agriculture remains undiminished. It is both the
foundation of economies and the frontline in the battle against poverty and food
insecurity. This makes Growth, Poverty and Developmental Aspects of Agriculture:
Countries’ Perspectives, edited by Professor Ramesh Chandra Das, a timely
contribution to the ongoing dialogue on how agriculture can continue to fuel
development, sustain populations and alleviate poverty across various regions,
particularly in developing and emerging countries. Professor Das, along with a
distinguished panel of contributors, provides a compendium of research that
navigates through the multifaceted role of agriculture in economic growth and
development. The book is structured in two insightful sections, with the first
focusing on the growth dynamics of agriculture and the latter delving into the
intertwined issues of poverty, food security and development.

The relevance of this book cannot be overstated. At a time when global food
security faces threats from climate change, political instability and economic
disparities, the studies contained within offer crucial insights. The research not
only assesses current agricultural practices and their efficiencies, such as in the
production of food grains across Indian states and the sustainability of agricul-
tural growth in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nigeria like countries and G20 Groups, but
also addresses complex global issues like food price volatility and the economic
theories surrounding food production and security.

What sets this book apart is its global perspective, capturing experiences from
Nigeria, Mexico, Pakistan and India, among others, along with several groups of
economies. Each chapter contributes to a richer understanding of the local
challenges and solutions that define agricultural growth and its impact on poverty
reduction and food security. For instance, the investigation of agricultural exports
under renegotiated trade agreements offers a keen look at how international
policies influence local agricultural practices and outcomes. The timing of this
publication is particularly significant. As nations grapple with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), understanding the link between agricultural prac-
tices and poverty alleviation is critical. This book not only contributes to aca-
demic and policymaking discourses but also serves as a vital resource for
stakeholders aiming to forge a path towards sustainable agricultural practices that



support economic growth and ensure food security. Emerald Publishing should be
commended for bringing such a crucial piece of scholarly work to the public,
aiding in the dissemination of knowledge that could very well dictate the quality
of life and economic stability for billions of people worldwide.

Hasan Dincer

xxviii Foreword



Preface

It is still verifiable that the agricultural sector has been the vivacious decider
within the progression of a country, indeed within the period of technological
advancements. With the presentation of innovative headways within the sector,
most of the nations from the south are currently experiencing greater well-being,
less poverty and destitution and food security. The impacts got boosted when the
universal exchange perspective of the division was taken into consideration.
Assisted by the development of agrarian yield, numerous nations of the world
have made it conceivable to diminish the wage crevices between the less created
and the created nations through wage joining. Having a critical share in add up to
yield of an economy, its instability in production, abdicate rates, costs, etc. may
moreover cause the same for the full economy. Consequently, solidness issue
along the related agro-variables gets to be one of the critical plans of the present
research attempt.

Under the milieu, the present edited book titled Growth, Poverty and Devel-
opmental Aspects of Agriculture: Countries’ Perspectives throws light upon
compiling studies related to the growth, stability, crop insurance, poverty and
food security aspects of the agricultural growth in the countries and groups,
especially from the developing world.

The book is compiled of 15 chapters which are divided into two broad sections.
Section I covers the growth aspects of agriculture across the countries and groups,
containing eight chapters including this introductory chapter, and Section II
captures the studies related to the poverty, food security and developmental
aspects of agriculture across the countries and groups covering seven remaining
chapters.

The summary observations are that the countries have improved their growth
in the agricultural sector leading to food insecurity and poverty reductions that
helped in the overall development of the citizens. The institutional factors such as
credit, insurance, irrigation and good governance have instigated the growth
process of the sector. Besides the glorious achievements, the sector has faced
fluctuations and instability in its production and productivity in several crops at
the country as well as regional levels, which lead to hurdles in achieving sus-
tainability in the sector. In addition, in some regions of India, it was observed that
the non-poor section of the society is relatively less food-secured compared to the
poor section of the society, making the social imbalance in the reverse directions.
Thus, the overall impression from the book is that the governments of the
countries, states and local regions should come forward with proper governance



and institutional facilities to overcome the sustainability problems arising out of
the agriculture sector.

The contents of the book may provide thought-provoking solutions to the
existing problems of growth, poverty, food security and overall developmental
issues of the agriculture sector, and there may be the possibilities of value addition
to the existing literature in this area. Readers and policymakers will benefit
immensely from the contents of the book.

While carrying out the book project, the editor got tremendous support from
different corners of the academic and social world. The editor acknowledges the
support of the entire Emerald Team, the contributing authors and the Foreword
writer. In addition, the editor is indebted to his parents, wife, daughter and other
members of the family for their sacrifice and support to unveil the title. However,
the editor is solely responsible for any error still left in the book.

Ramesh Chandra Das
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