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Foreword

Rahma Bourquia
Sociologist and Anthropologist, Member of the Academy of the Kingdom of
Morocco

This book brings together articles by authors from countries on three continents:
Africa, Latin America and Asia, presenting experiences of projects and initia-
tives reflecting the dynamics of development. What emerges from these articles is
that many countries that in the past had to live through the colonial experience
have, in the post-colonial period, undertaken reconstruction by establishing insti-
tutions and putting in place policies to overcome deficits in human development
in the fields of education, health and employment, while at the same time deploy-
ing technological infrastructures and strengthening both agriculture and envi-
ronmental conservation. In terms of political institutions, initiatives are being
undertaken in several countries to strengthen the democratisation process, and by
putting in place mechanisms for social inclusion. There have also been initiatives
and significant progress in improving the conditions of women and their integra-
tion into the economic fabric, with measures to strengthen their capacities. Other
articles deal with immigration policies that make the mobility of populations a
phenomenon that promotes human intermingling and preserves links between
peoples. Progress has been made, and much remains to be done in the countries
of the South, where successful experiments are emerging.

In some countries of the South, young people are trying to assert themselves
and express their ideas, driven by a desire to play a part in building their countries.
New forms of political expression are emerging to break free from the shack-
les of the past and make their voices heard, both in their own countries and on
the world stage. In most of these countries, civil societies are serving as vectors
of innovation in the fields of education, health, democratisation and the fight
against corruption. Countries that have experienced social, political and ethnic
upheaval have been able to find mechanisms for conflict resolution and recon-
ciliation in favour of appeasement and reconstruction and serve as a model of
reference.

At present, all countries are going through a period marked by the end of a
pandemic that has revealed the vulnerability of those who were unable to pro-
tect themselves against the scourge. The post-pandemic period has also disrupted
economies and created inflation, which is not happening without reinforcing ine-
qualities between populations, and testing the resilience of societies to overcome



xx  Foreword

its effects. Today, the Russia—Ukraine war raises the spectre of an upheaval in the
global balance of power. Despite all the constraints that accompany this global
upheaval, the promising beginnings of a new era are on the horizon. Against this
backdrop, the Global South is attempting to chart a new path of hope through
the experiences of a development process at work, so that it becomes a plural
voice that is heard throughout the world.

In the context of the significant changes that the world is going through, the
dynamics of the countries of the Global South, despite structural and cyclical
constraints, have become a reality. The chapters in this book reflect the idea of a
South that speaks for itself and demonstrates the dynamics of concrete experi-
ences that hold out the promise of hope. By recounting initiatives and projects
from countries in Africa, Latin America and Asia, the authors collectively draw
up a map of success stories and tell of a hope for the present that presages a
promise for the future.
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