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DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES ON CREATING  
A FAIRER SOCIETY

A fair society is one that is just, inclusive and embracing of all without any bar-
riers to participation based on sex, sexual orientation, religion or belief, ethnic-
ity, age, class, ability or any other social difference. One where there is access 
to healthcare and education, technology, justice, strong institutions, peace and 
security, social protection, decent work and housing. But how can research truly 
contribute to creating global equity and diversity without showcasing diverse 
voices that are underrepresented in academia or paying specific attention to the 
Global South?

Including books addressing key challenges and issues within the social sciences 
which are essential to creating a fairer society for all with specific reference to the 
Global South, Diverse Perspectives on Creating a Fairer Society amplifies under-
represented voices showcasing Black, Asian and minority ethnic voices, author-
ship from the Global South and academics who work to amplify diverse voices.

With the primary aim of showcasing authorship and voices from beyond 
the Global North, the series welcomes submissions from established and jun-
ior authors on cutting-edge and high-level research on key topics that feature 
in global news and public debate, specifically from and about the Global South 
in national and international contexts. Harnessing research across a range of 
diversities of people and places to generate previously unheard insights, the series 
offers a truly global perspective on the current societal debates of the 21st century 
bringing contemporary debate in the social sciences from diverse voices to light.
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Foreword
Rahma Bourquia
Sociologist and Anthropologist, Member of the Academy of the Kingdom of 
Morocco

This book brings together articles by authors from countries on three continents: 
Africa, Latin America and Asia, presenting experiences of projects and initia-
tives reflecting the dynamics of development. What emerges from these articles is 
that many countries that in the past had to live through the colonial experience 
have, in the post-colonial period, undertaken reconstruction by establishing insti-
tutions and putting in place policies to overcome deficits in human development 
in the fields of education, health and employment, while at the same time deploy-
ing technological infrastructures and strengthening both agriculture and envi-
ronmental conservation. In terms of political institutions, initiatives are being 
undertaken in several countries to strengthen the democratisation process, and by 
putting in place mechanisms for social inclusion. There have also been initiatives 
and significant progress in improving the conditions of women and their integra-
tion into the economic fabric, with measures to strengthen their capacities. Other 
articles deal with immigration policies that make the mobility of populations a 
phenomenon that promotes human intermingling and preserves links between 
peoples. Progress has been made, and much remains to be done in the countries 
of the South, where successful experiments are emerging.

In some countries of the South, young people are trying to assert themselves 
and express their ideas, driven by a desire to play a part in building their countries. 
New forms of political expression are emerging to break free from the shack-
les of the past and make their voices heard, both in their own countries and on 
the world stage. In most of these countries, civil societies are serving as vectors 
of innovation in the fields of education, health, democratisation and the fight 
against corruption. Countries that have experienced social, political and ethnic 
upheaval have been able to find mechanisms for conflict resolution and recon-
ciliation in favour of appeasement and reconstruction and serve as a model of 
reference.

At present, all countries are going through a period marked by the end of a 
pandemic that has revealed the vulnerability of those who were unable to pro-
tect themselves against the scourge. The post-pandemic period has also disrupted 
economies and created inflation, which is not happening without reinforcing ine-
qualities between populations, and testing the resilience of societies to overcome 



xx     Foreword

its effects. Today, the Russia–Ukraine war raises the spectre of an upheaval in the 
global balance of power. Despite all the constraints that accompany this global 
upheaval, the promising beginnings of a new era are on the horizon. Against this 
backdrop, the Global South is attempting to chart a new path of hope through 
the experiences of a development process at work, so that it becomes a plural 
voice that is heard throughout the world.

In the context of the significant changes that the world is going through, the 
dynamics of the countries of the Global South, despite structural and cyclical 
constraints, have become a reality. The chapters in this book reflect the idea of a 
South that speaks for itself  and demonstrates the dynamics of concrete experi-
ences that hold out the promise of hope. By recounting initiatives and projects 
from countries in Africa, Latin America and Asia, the authors collectively draw 
up a map of success stories and tell of a hope for the present that presages a 
promise for the future.



Acknowledgements

The search for new and innovative ways to improve the quality of life and sustain-
ability of the countries of the Global South is not a solitary task. Hundreds of 
thousands of people around the world are building new ideas and initiatives every 
day to change reality with hope. Building the future is a collective task.

Through this work, we have gathered many people who intend to raise their 
voices and show concrete examples that allow us to affirm the hope for a better 
future.

We would like to thank all of them for their hard work in the preparation of 
each of the chapters, which are definitely messages of hope.

Special thanks to the editors of Emerald for believing in this call for Exploring 
Hope in all the countries of the Global South. They have supported this work 
with total freedom and breadth of vision, thus contributing to spreading a new 
message about the reality of the countries of this part of the world.

A special thanks to Rahma Bourquia, who inspired this work and accompa-
nied us with immense wisdom and human quality since its beginning.

To Fernando Calderón Gutiérrez, who has given us his wise words at the con-
clusion of this work, reinforcing the idea and the call to build a more humane 
future for all of us who live in the Global South.

Finally, particular thanks to Andrés Kozel, for his advice and support in the 
construction of new ideas and proposals for the future of the countries of the 
Global South.


	Halftitle Page
	Series Page
	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Contents
	List of Editors
	List of Contributors
	Foreword
	Acknowledgements



