


Social Constructions of Migration  
in Nigeria and Zimbabwe



DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES ON CREATING A 
FAIRER SOCIETY
A fair society is one that is just, inclusive and embracing of all without any barriers 
to participation based on sex, sexual orientation, religion or belief, ethnicity, age, 
class, ability or any other social difference. One where there is access to healthcare 
and education, technology, justice, strong institutions, peace and security, social 
protection, decent work and housing. But how can research truly contribute to 
creating global equity and diversity without showcasing diverse voices that are 
underrepresented in academia or paying specific attention to the Global South?

Including books addressing key challenges and issues within the social sciences 
which are essential to creating a fairer society for all with specific reference to the 
Global South, Diverse Perspectives on Creating a Fairer Society amplifies under-
represented voices showcasing Black, Asian, and minority ethnic voices, author-
ship from the Global South and academics who work to amplify diverse voices.

With the primary aim of showcasing authorship and voices from beyond 
the Global North, the series welcomes submissions from established and jun-
ior authors on cutting-edge and high-level research on key topics that feature 
in global news and public debate, specifically from and about the Global South 
in national and international contexts. Harnessing research across a range of 
diversities of people and place to generate previously unheard insights, the series 
offers a truly global perspective on the current societal debates of the 21st century 
bringing contemporary debate in the social sciences from diverse voices to light.

Previous Titles

⦁⦁ Disaster, Displacement and Resilient Livelihoods: Perspectives from South Asia 
edited by M. Rezaul Islam

⦁⦁ Pandemic, Politics, and a Fairer Society in Southeast Asia: A Malaysian Perspective 
edited by Syaza Shukri

⦁⦁ Empowering Female Climate Change Activists in the Global South: The Path 
Toward Environmental Social Justice by Peggy Ann Spitzer

⦁⦁ Gendered Perspectives of Restorative Justice, Violence and Resilience: An Inter-
national Framework edited by Bev Orton

⦁⦁ Social Sector Development and Inclusive Growth in India by Ishu Chadda
⦁⦁ The Socially Constructed and Reproduced Youth Delinquency in Southeast Asia: 

Advancing Positive Youth Involvement in Sustainable Futures by Jason Hung
⦁⦁ Youth Development in South Africa: Harnessing the Demographic Dividend 

edited by Botshabelo Maja and Busani Ngcaweni
⦁⦁ Debt Crisis and Popular Social Protest in Sri Lanka: Citizenship, Development 

and Democracy Within Global North–South Dynamics by S. Janaka Biyanwila
⦁⦁ Building Strong Communities: Ethical Approaches to Inclusive Development by 

Ifzal Ahmad and M. Rezaul Islam



⦁⦁ Family Planning and Sustainable Development in Bangladesh: Empowering Mar-
ginalized Communities in Asian Contexts by M. Rezaul Islam

⦁⦁ Critical Reflections on the Internationalisation of Higher Education in the Global 
South edited by Emnet Tadesse Woldegiorgis and Cheryl Qiumei Yu

⦁⦁ Exploring Hope: Case Studies of Innovation, Change and Development in the 
Global South edited by Marcelo Sili, Andrés Kozel, Samira Mizbar, Aviram 
Sharma, and Ana Casado

⦁⦁ Rural Social Infrastructure Development in India: An Inclusive Approach by  
M Mahadeva

Forthcoming Titles

⦁⦁ Globalization and the Transitional Cultures: An Eastern Perspective by Deban-
jana Nag

⦁⦁ ‘Natural’ Disasters and Everyday Lives: Floods, Climate Justice and Marginali-
sation in India by Suddhabrata Deb Roy

⦁⦁ Gender and Media Representation: Perspectives from Sub-Saharan Africa edited 
by Margaret Jjuuko, Solveig Omland and Carol Azungi Dralega

⦁⦁ Neoliberal Subjectivity at Work: Conduct, Contradictions, Commitments and 
Contestations by Muneeb Ul Lateef Banday

⦁⦁ The Emerald Handbook of Family and Social Change in the Global South: A 
Gendered Perspective edited by Aylin Akpınar and Nawal H. Ammar

⦁⦁ An Introduction to Platform Economy in India: Exploring Relationality and 
Embeddedness by Shriram Venkatraman, Jillet Sarah Sam, and Rajorshi Ra

⦁⦁ Unearthing the Institutionalised Social Exclusion of Black Youth in Contempo-
rary South Africa: The Burden of Being Born Free by Khosi Kubeka



This page intentionally left blank



Social Constructions of 
Migration in Nigeria and 
Zimbabwe: Discourse, 
Rhetoric, and Identity

BY

KUNLE MUSBAUDEEN OPARINDE
Durban University of Technology, South Africa

AND

RODWELL MAKOMBE
North-West University, South Africa

United Kingdom – North America – Japan – India – Malaysia – China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Emerald Publishing, Floor 5, Northspring, 21-23 Wellington Street, Leeds LS1 4DL.

First edition 2024

Copyright © 2024 Kunle Musbaudeen Oparinde and Rodwell Makombe.
Published under exclusive licence by Emerald Publishing Limited.

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: www.copyright.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in 
any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise 
without either the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence permitting 
restricted copying issued in the UK by The Copyright Licensing Agency and in the USA 
by The Copyright Clearance Center. Any opinions expressed in the chapters are those 
of the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every effort to ensure the quality and accuracy of 
its content, Emerald makes no representation implied or otherwise, as to the chapters’ 
suitability and application and disclaims any warranties, express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-83549-169-0 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-83549-168-3 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-83549-170-6 (Epub)



Contents

About the Authors� ix

Chapter 1  Introduction� 1

Chapter 2 � Contemporary Global Discourses of Migration  
and Migrants� 11

Chapter 3 � Frequency of Migration Discourse in Nigerian  
Everyday Contexts� 29

Chapter 4 � Social Media Narratives and Counternarratives  
of Migration in Zimbabwe: The Case of Hopewell  
Chin’ono’s Facebook Page Post-August 2023 Elections� 45

Chapter 5  Discourse of Politics and Security  in Migration� 65

Chapter 6 � Co-existence of Power and Powerlessness in  
Nigerian Migration Discourse� 83

Chapter 7 � Discourse, Zimbabwean Migrants in  South Africa  
and the Politics of Viscerality: The Case of the  
Zimbabwe Exemption Permit (ZEP)� 101

Chapter 8 � Post-Migration Discourse and Identity Crisis:  
The Case of Nigeria� 123

Chapter 9 � Further Thoughts: The Figure of the Migrant in  
Contemporary Discourse: Reflections and  
Lived Experiences� 141

�



This page intentionally left blank



About the Authors

Kunle Musbaudeen Oparinde is a Research Associate in the Institute of Systems 
Science at the Durban University of Technology, South Africa. He is an interdis-
ciplinary researcher with interests in areas such as communication, sociolinguis-
tics, discourse analysis, decolonisation, and higher education. He has published 
several articles in reputable journals as well as book chapters. He is the pioneer 
editor of the African Journal of Inter/Multidisciplinary Studies (AJIMS). He is a 
rated researcher with the National Research Foundation (NRF) in South Africa.

Rodwell Makombe is Professor in the Department of English at the North-West 
University, South Africa. He is a previous fellow of the African Humanities 
Program (AHP), the University of Michigan Presidential Scholars Fellowship 
(UMAPS) and the British Academy fellowship, completed at the University  
of Oxford, with Prof Elleke Boehmer as host. He has also been awarded the  
Humboldt Fellowship for Experienced Researchers (2024–2026) with the 
University of Bonn in Germany. His research focuses on postcolonial literary 
studies, social media, humour, satire, and poetics in literary and cultural texts. 
He has published several journal articles and two books titled Cultural Texts 
of Resistance in Zimbabwe: Music, Memes, Media (2021) and Coloniality of 
Migrancy in African Diasporic Literatures (2023, co-authored).


	Half Title Page
	Series Page
	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Contents
	About the Authors



