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A fair society is one that is just, inclusive and embracing of all without any bar-
riers to participation based on sex, sexual orientation, religion or belief, ethnic-
ity, age, class, ability or any other social difference. One where there is access
to healthcare and education, technology, justice, strong institutions, peace and
security, social protection, decent work and housing. But how can research truly
contribute to creating global equity and diversity without showcasing diverse
voices that are underrepresented in academia or paying specific attention to the
Global South?

Including books addressing key challenges and issues within the social sci-
ences, which are essential to creating a fairer society for all with specific reference
to the Global South, Diverse Perspectives on Creating a Fairer Society amplifies
underrepresented voices — showcasing Black, Asian and minority ethnic voices,
authorship from the Global South, and academics who work to amplify diverse
voices.

With the primary aim of showcasing authorship and voices from beyond
the Global North, the series welcomes submissions from established and jun-
ior authors on cutting-edge and high-level research on key topics that feature in
global news and public debate, specifically from and about the Global South in
national and international contexts. Harnessing research across a range of diver-
sities of people and place to generate previously unheard insights, the series offers
a truly global perspective on the current societal debates of the twenty-first cen-
tury — bringing contemporary debate in the social sciences from diverse voices to
light.
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Inspiring citizens to act to solve the global climate crisis in every aspect of their
lives certainly is one of the most crucial missions of humanity today. Dr. Peg
Spitzer’s wonderful book Empowering Female Climate Change Activists in the
Global South: The Path Toward Environmental Social Justice, provides such a gal-
vanizing inspiration, with a wide variety of diverse and stunning true stories. But
most importantly, this book reveals the untapped potential of tackling structural
gender norms and empowering women to speak up for their rights, to create and
to implement relevant and just climate solutions that serve people and the planet.
As a university professor, mentor and jury member of the Gender Just Climate
Solutions Awards, granted each year during the climate COPs, Dr. Peg Spitzer
has had the opportunity to collect numerous oral stories of impressive female and
feminist grassroots climate activists from all regions of the world. She offers these
life jewels to the reader in a fascinating literary piece.

Anne Barre, Gender & Climate Policy Coordinator,
Women Engage for a Common Future

It is well known that women are uniquely and disproportionately impacted by
climate change in the Global South. Alarmingly, many scholars ignore what
these women have to say about their lived experiences and the solutions that
follow from them. In Empowering Female Climate Change Activists in the Global
South: The Path Toward Environmental Social Justice, Dr. Peg Spitzer draws on
oral history interviews to give a voice to women affected by climate change and,
in the process, describes solutions that not only empower women but also improve
the environment. This book is a must read. It leaves the reader with a sense of
hope that if women, who find themselves in difficult circumstances across the
planet, can leave the world better off for all of us than we surely can do the same.

John M. Shandra, Professor of Sociology,
State University of New York at Stony Brook

Professor Spitzer is committed to expanding access to scholarship on historically
underrepresented communities. Her work offers a critical look at the effects of
climate change on rural populations around the world. Through oral histories, field
studies, and interviews, she examines the effects of patriarchal social structures and
cultural practices on rural women’s ability to pursue social justice related to climate
change and the environment in Africa, Central America, and South/Southeast Asia.

Dana Haugh, Harvey Cushing/John Hay Whitney Medical Library,
Yale University
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Dr. Spitzer is answering the question of our time: how do we address climate
change while building a more equitable, diverse, and beautiful society? This
book tells the stories of the women who are leading the charge to protect and
regenerate their environment, their communities, and the women and girls
around them. Dr. Spitzer shares with us the struggles, desires, and successes
of those who have been without a voice in their words. We need these stories.
Dr. Spitzer reminds us why justice matters for climate solutions. She helps us to see
past technocratic solutions to climate change to the heart and soul of our path
forward, place-based solutions through stories, community, and the women who
hold the world together. This book is a must-read for anyone who is interested in
the power of narratives, the power of women, and the power of hope in the face
of adversity. This book connects us to each other and to women all around the
world transforming their communities and each other. Dr. Spitzer introduces us
to solutions that put justice, equity, and survival right in the center of how we talk
about our changing climate. Dr. Spitzer writes with kindness, beauty, and heart
that draws you in and introduces you to women in India, Guatemala, Tunisia,
Colombia, Uganda, Vietnam, and more like they were old friends. You will laugh,
you will cry, you will get angry at injustice, but mostly you will be empowered, and
you will gain the insight that empathy is one of the strongest tools we have for
creating a more just, more vibrant, and more sustainable future.

Andrew Hargrove, PhD,
University of South Florida

Dr. Spitzer’s book serves as an inspirational handbook guide to empower-
ing woman from the Global South. She combines oral histories with schol-
arly research and provides deep insights into the challenges and opportunities
that rural women from the Global South face with climate change and power
dynamics. Spitzer gives voice to underrepresented women in the discussion and
navigation of finding translational knowledge and employing new perspectives
on gender theory. Her book provides an insightful and thorough examina-
tion of the necessary policies that must include women in the decision-making
and carry through of climate action initiatives and pathways for sustainable
empowerment of rural communities. Dr. Spitzer’s book incorporates inspira-
tional stories of women and the ways in which they have bridged the rural and
transnational networks to create innovative and empowering opportunities to
tackle climate change at the local level. Weaving women’s oral histories, schol-
arly research on gender and power, and an examination of international institu-
tions, Spitzer provides numerous insightful and uplifting reflections on justful
and woman empowering movements across the Global South. Any researchers
of climate change and practitioners working on the forefront of climate change
adaptation planning, and especially relevant to women, will find enlightening
and beneficial information in this book on how to realize climate actions that
benefit rural to global society.

Karina Yager, School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences
and Sustainability Studies,
State University of New York at Stony Brook
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