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FOREWORD

Professor Tiffany Jones,
Macquarie University School of Education, Sydney Australia

There has been great controversy about what sexuality education young peo-
ple want and what they ‘should be’ getting in Australia, and other countries 
around the world (USA, UK, Canada and South Africa). If one were to rely 
only on media portrayals it might seem as though sexuality education was 
prolific and highly radical, exciting stuff flying in the face of all orthodoxy 
… but listening to young people, one learns a very different perspective. One 
thing is clear – sexuality is the topic young people most commonly report they 
need improved education on. A call from young people that also holds sexu-
ality education policy and practice to account (Allen & Rasmussen, 2017; 
Jones, 2020). Young people’s contemporary sexual cultures have different 
features, considerations, risks and potentials that can be at odds with the 
current (and past) sexuality education curricula and pedagogical frameworks. 
It is therefore important to not just recognise young peoples as key stake-
holders in curriculum debates surrounding sexuality education, but also to 
actively reconsider new forms of inquiry and advocacy necessary to ensure 
that young people are meaningfully engaged in the decision-making processes 
(Lamb & Randazzo, 2016; Pihkala & Huuki, 2019; Quinlivan, 2018; Renold 
& McGeeney, 2017; Ringrose, Warfield, & Zarabadi, 2019; Wolfe, 2018). 
Further, adult allies need to tackle and set out strategies to overcome some of 
the risks inherent to their inclusion; embracing both risks of harm to young 
people and the risks of media and community perceptions over-stating or 
over-playing that harm in ways that prevent better work occurring. While sex-
uality education research books and sexuality education resources do exist, I 
am not aware of any other books that focus on young people’s engagement 
or provide useful models or resources to achieve this to the extent that this 
book does.

This book, Pedagogies of Possibility for Negotiating Sexuality Education 
with Young People, provides critical reflection, including a feminist queer lens, 
on the possibilities and challenges of working with, rather than for, young 
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people in the redesign and delivery of sexuality education. It takes a deeper 
look at this push to have young people actively engage in sexuality education 
praxis, inquiry, school policy and ethics deliberations. This book tackles the 
issues and problems around what young people want to learn more about 
and how they want to learn it. Every chapter includes young people’s experi-
ences (data varies from observation to conversation), and research artefacts 
are also used.

The book has been composed by an impressive team of authors led by 
Associate Professor Debbie Ollis of Deakin University – an internationally 
esteemed teacher educator who is well-known in both Australian academic 
circles and media for her influence on sexuality education curricula. Dr Leanne 
Coll, Lecturer at Dublin City University, a researcher–educator with signifi-
cant national and international expertise in co-productive and action-orien-
tated inquiry with young people and educators aimed towards transforming 
sexuality education. Honorary Associate Professor Lyn Harrison of Deakin 
University and Emeritus Professor Bruce Johnson of the University of South 
Australia have both attracted highly competitive support from the Australian 
Research Council in related fields and have had excellent track records in 
sexuality education research during their careers. Something notably novel 
offered in this work is the way this team provides a new deeper consideration 
on the complexities of working with, rather than for, young people – hardly 
simple terrain. This is a fabulous work which thoughtfully reflects upon the 
research and education processes of supporting young people as active agents 
in rather than passive objects of sexuality education. So much sexuality edu-
cation is infantilising, or worse, where it recognises the agency of young peo-
ple but does not allow for it in a practical sense as this book suggests will be 
important. This is only possible due to the broad range of experiences across 
the authorship team representing cumulatively many decades of experience.

The book has a logical, well-considered framework. The chapters are 
structured around the nature of ongoing, nuanced and emotionally charged 
engagements in negotiating sexuality education with young people – time 
(past, present and future) does not and has not automatically or easily been 
resolved and so beginnings and endings are not dressed up as more solid than 
they are. However, we do find a very loose time-based logic to the chapters 
– the earlier chapters looking more to past and current thinking, the latter to 
current and future opportunities. The book provides chapters which individu-
ally include clear introductions, literature reviews or ideological groundings, 
provocative scenarios and incidents it terms ‘encounters’, and concluding or 
transitional reflections. Chapter 1 offers some beginnings for the key theme; 
Chapter 2 explores its key concepts and literatures and the methodological 
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details of the larger ARC project Educating Young People about Sexuality 
Education reported in the book including the Victorian-based case study. 
Chapter 3 details matters of context and constraints and takes on the changes 
to ethics review processes necessary to work in this area – possibly my favour-
ite part of the book. Chapters 4–6 are more pragmatically orientated moving 
beyond research institutional matters into pedagogical and methodological 
processes of negotiating sexuality education with young people in schools; 
project-based encounters around rethinking safety, inclusion and feminist 
forms of public pedagogies. Chapter 7 reflects on the key ideas of the text 
in a more future-oriented way, considering how ideas could be built on or 
responded to by a variety of stakeholders. The smooth transitions between 
the chapters made the book a relatively fast read in a world of theory that 
can be a difficult slog; the signposting and transitions are well-placed and 
well-paced.

Now is exactly the right time for a book like this; one which builds on the 
potential to empower young people and seeks to become attuned to, advocate 
for and negotiate with young people on matters that matter most to them:

•	 matters of sexual consent;

•	 new technologies shaping sexual cultures; and

•	 issues of sexual diversity in education around the world.

Ollis, Coll, Harrison and Johnson offer a well-researched academic con-
tribution into possibilities for negotiating sexuality education with young 
people drawing on their different strengths and experiences. They deftly cite 
and source all the main recent contextual stimulants, smoothly traverse the 
key theoretical positions and thinkers in this area and take readers through 
the most important research-based angles relevant to their Australian sexual-
ity education field and larger conceptual inquiry. They do so without being 
too heavy-handed or pedantic in their coverage as academic texts can be, 
leaving what was, frankly, an academically satisfying but none-the-less, most 
enjoyable read on potentials for negotiated sexuality education accessible to 
a range of audiences.

The wide audience for this book could be:

•	 education and sociology researchers;

•	 education policy-makers, leaders and administrators;

•	 those working in non-government organisations;

•	 teacher educators and teachers; and
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•	 higher education students including pre-service teachers or psychology 
students looking to one day become teachers themselves or indeed school 
counsellors.

The focus on a very current and somewhat divisive topic is a strength 
of Pedagogies of Possibility for Negotiating Sexuality Education with Young 
People, as this will draw in a range of readers with different preconceptions. 
This book will also map out an area that is only very basically referred to in 
debates but never really given any detail. It could serve as quite a practical 
guide to teachers and sexuality education researchers and could also be use-
ful for sociologists such as myself. Teachers and teacher educators, sexuality 
educators and people involved with non-government organisations who work 
directly with young people will especially get much from this book for its 
pragmatic offerings on young people engagement models for direct sexuality 
education. However, sexuality education researchers and research students 
may similarly find the unpacking of the messy, nuanced and charged processes 
of working with young people of interest to their studies, which could poten-
tially feed into future projects with the potential to break new ground for co-
productive, action-orientated and critical work with young people in the field 
of sexuality education. I hope readers enjoy this book and find it as useful as I 
did, in finding more collaborative and consultative ways to extend and update 
the content and value of their own sexuality education contributions.
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